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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication filed on 9/23/2009. 
Claims 1-26 are pending. 

2. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 10/29/2009, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. As set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-11, 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Particularly, as to claim 1 , it is not clear to what is meant by the added limitiation 
"selectively storing the ECC in a plurality of registers using a switching mechanism, the 
storing while transferring the data block ." 

As to claims 2-5, the dependent claims 2-5 included in the statement of rejection 
but not specifically addressed in the body of the rejection have inherited the deficiencies 
of the parent claim 1 and have not resolved the deficiencies. Therefore, they are rejected 
based on the same rationale as applied to the parent claim above. 

As to claim 6 lines 5-6, it is not clear to what is meant by the limitiations "said 
controller is configured to shift a data block between the flash memory and the controller 
while computing an ECC for said data block. . ." 

As to claims 7-11, 24-26, the dependent claims 7-11, 24-26 included in the 
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statement of rejection but not specifically addressed in the body of the rejection have 
inherited the deficiencies of the parent claim 6 and have not resolved the deficiencies. 
Therefore, they are rejected based on the same rationale as applied to the parent claim 
above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 12-23 are allowed. 

Claim 12 is allowable because none of the cited references either singular or in 
combination discloses "a means for shifting the data block between the means for storing 
and the means for controlling while computing an ECC for said data block; and a means 
for selectively storing the ECC in a plurality of registers while shifting the data block." 

Claim 18 is allowable because none of the cited references either singular or in 
combination discloses "a switching mechanism coupled to the ECC engine, the ECC 
engine configured to selectively store the ECC in a plurality of registers using the 
switching mechanism while transferring the data block." 

Claims 13-17 and 19-23 would be allowed by virtue of dependency. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 for all formal communications. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fritz Alphonse, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3813. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-6:00, Alt. Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Baderman, can be reached at (571) 272-3644. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3824 

Information regarding the status of an application may also be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Fritz Alphonse/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2112 



